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A PRAYER 
By Vera Baldree 


i \ 


Do help me, Jesus, every day 
Thy precious will to do; 
Take me, use me, I am thine, 
To Thee I will be true. \ NN -) 
Lead lest I st \ 
ead me, Master, lest I stray oe 
\ 


\\ 
NS 
Away from Thy dear side; ay r 
I her, Lord Divine, on ( 


~ 


Do purge my heart and make it clean, 


Direct my thoughts I pray; 
Direct my words, my actions, too, a \ 


Lest I should from Thee stray. ce 











Fill me with Thy Spirit, Lord, 
To give me strength anew, 

And help me, Master, every day 
Thy blessed will to do. 

Make me a blessing every day, 
To someone, Blessed Lord; 

Just make my life a finger-tip 
To strike a heavenly chord. 


THE GROUND eke 
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papa Pe a Pa De pa Papa Ds Do Da 


“The Spirit of truth ... will guide you into all truth. 
Vol. 35, No. 46 Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, 
eaahaat is he will give it you,” John 16:18, 23. 
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SOLDIER’S WEEKLY 
—— LETTER —— 





A SOLDIER’S MARVELOUS 
HEALING 


My dear Brother in Christ: 

I received a letter from you last 
month, also one here just the other 
day. Your letters were very encourag- 
ing to me as I have been at the place 
where I thought I could go no further, 
but somehow God came on the scene 
and made it possible for me to tell you 
this beautiful morning that I am still 
shouting the victory and have that 
sweet Holy Ghost feeling in my soul 
this morning. There have been times 
that the shells were bursting around 
me and lives were going into eternity, 
yet surely God has been near me as I 
have come out thus far without a 
scratch. I read the Bible often and 
pray day and night. Some nights I 
pray most of the night, and how the 
Lord blesses my soul. 

At the present I am suffering with a 
severe cold, but I have yielded myself 
to Him because He has healed my 
body in many bad cases, and I am 
trusting Him to heal me of this cold. 

Let me tell you of the great healing 
power that came over me in August, 
1943. I was at Fort Dix, N. J., at the 
time and had an attack of double 
pneumonia. I was taken to the hospi- 
tal and put in an iron lung because 
both of my lungs were collapsing. I 
had the doctor to call some people who 
believed that God could heal my body. 
They came and were praying for me, 
I was too weak to pray, but God knew 
my desires and, praise God, He came 
on the scene and healed me then and 
there. My fever, which was one hun- 








$ IMPORTANT NOTICE TO 
OUR EVANGELISTS 


- Please be advised that your 
> evangelist papers became void 
on December 31, 1944, and the 
¢ Assembly rules that the minis- 
§ try of those “failing to renew 
their license within 90 days after 
date of expiration be revoked.” 
P4 We suggest that you give this 
' 3 your immediate attention. 
# JOHN C. JERNIGAN, 

General Overseer. . 
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NOTICES 


Conference Schedule of 
E. W. Williams, Assistant General 
Overseer 
Places and Dates 

Detroit, Mich., January 15-21. 
Findlay, Ohio, January 22-28. 
Benton, Ill., January 29-February 1. 
Chattanooga, Tenn., February 6-9. 
Flint, Mich., February 12-16. 
Somerset, Ky., February 19-22. 
Knoxville, Tenn., Feb. 27-Mar. 1. 








If there is anyone who will come to 
Michigan and play and sing for me, 
as we are opening a new work in a big 
field, she can share in my home as 
one of my own family. I need someone 
who is willing to work for God and 
lost souls. I will do my best for any- 
one who wants to come and sing and 
play for the glory of God.—Mrs. Alma 
Cook, 570 California, Pontiac, Mich. 

I have resigned my pastorate at 
Mogadore, Ohio, and am open for re- 
vivals. I will consider going anywhere. 
—A. H. Tribble, 632 3rd Avenue, Ra- 
venna, Ohio. 


I am in the evangelistic work this 
year. If you want me for a revival, 
drop me a line. I have been in the 
ministry twenty-nine years. If you 
want the truth of the Word, then send 
for me. If you desire more information, 
write W. M. Stallings, state overseer 
of Mississippi, Box 925, Jackson, Miss. 
—J. A. Brooks, Rt. 3, Liberty, Miss. 








dred and four, left me, and I was 
made well again. Just twelve hours 
after I went to the hospital I was re- 
leased from the hospital back to duty. 
This colonel wasn’t a Christian but 
when the Lord came on the scene I 
started shouting the victory. I asked 
the doctor to make a check on me, so 
so they put me on a rolling bed and 
took X-rays of my body but found 
nothing wrong. The spots on my 
lungs had been taken away by the 
great power of God. This doctor want- 
ed to know more about God, so I took 
him, personally, to the services on 
Sunday not long after that, and he 
found Jesus. Brother Lemons, I am so 
glad I found Jesus a long time ago. T 
am a member of the Church of God 
at Augusta, Ga., Rev. D. T. Toler is 
my pastor, and he surely is a fine man 
and has done a fine work at Augusta. 


“Write again soon.—Sidney B. Littell. 


Doctors Acknowledged God 
Healed Me 

NORFOLK 4, Va.—Just a note of 
praise to One that sticketh closer than 
a brother. I do praise God tonight for 
His many blessings, and for hearing 
and answering prayer. He has been so 
wonderful to us; tongues cannot praise 
Him enough. We were carrying a bur- 
den recently, but we kept asking God 
to come on the scene and give us re- 
lief and we would praise Him. Well, 
thank God, He answered prayer. 

About four years ago we were in an 
automobile accident and were almost 
killed, but, thank God, He brought us 
through. I stayed in the hospital only 
two weeks. The doctors acknowledged 
that it was God who brought me 
through. I am glad for salvation and 
for a Christian husband. Please re- 
member us in prayer, that we will 
draw closer and walk in His footsteps. 
—Mrs. Violet J. Tyndall, 418 Park 
Avenue. 


Mother Could Not Have Lived 
Unless God Had Healed Her 
BRODHEAD, Ky. — Dear Brothers 
and Sisters in Jesus, I praiSe and 
thank my Lord for the healing of my 
mother. I sent you a card asking for 
prayer for her. She was very sick, could 
not eat, and she could not have lived 
long, but thanks be to our Lord and 
Savior, He healed her before I got your 
letter. I told you I would testify to the 
healing, so now here I am giving the 
Lord the praise and glory. How good 
I feel today. Pray for us; we have a 
hard time.—Alean Sizemore, Rt. 2, 
Box 26. 











SOME LIVED—SOME DIED 


A most marvelous story of 
God’s grace and deliverance of 
some men in our armed services. 
The topics are “I Saw My Buddy 
Die,” “The Hymn for Passing 
Souls,” “I Challenge God,” 
“Through Three Sea Battles,” 
“Shorty Knew God,” “Lieuten- 
ant Goodwin Saves a Comrade,” 
“Subs Can’t Sink God,” and 
“Two Soldiers Talk.” 

These are epic stories from 
World War II. Illustrated. 
Thirty-two pages. Single copy, 
10c; per dozen copies, 75c; per 
hundred copies, $6.50. 

Order of 
Church of God Publishing 
House 
Montgomery Avenue 
CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 
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“Ghe General Overseer Speaks 


JOHN C. JERNIGAN 
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HARD TO HAVE REViVALS 
It Will Never Be Easy as Long as 
the Devil Exists and Men Live 
in the Flesh 

There is always someone looking 
for an easy job, and somebody else is 
ready to point a finger at a minister 
of the gospel and accuse him of being 
lazy and doing nothing. Undoubtedly, 
sometime somewhere there has been a 
lazy preacher or else we would not so 
often be accused. Preaching the gos- 
pel is no lazy man’s job, but, as on all 
other jobs, there is a possibility of a 
man neglecting his duties, retiring too 
early at night, getting up too late in 
the morning, staying too close at home 
during visiting hours, and neglecting 
his prayer and study. 

To be a successful minister of the 
gospel requires a great deal of time at 
pure old hard work. I could mention 
the names of some of our ministers 
who are making a success in their 
work, and they are men who spend 
long hours every day in the service of 
their Master; some of them have daily 
broadcasts, which is indeed a normal 
full-time job for any man, but these 
successful men of God stay on duty 
twenty-four hours a day, subject to be 
called from their rest at any time of 
the night to pray for the sick or to 
help someone in distress. They are 
present at every prayer meeting and 
at Sunday School. They also attend 
business and class meetings of various 
natures. On Sunday morning and 
Sunday night they go before their 
congregations with a message from 
God on their hearts and deliver it with 
incerity and power. God is blessing 
them and their congregations are 
paying them good wages, but some of 
those men, after years of success, have 
put their surplus back into the Lord’s 
work, and all they have in this world 
is the bare necessities of such things 
that are needed to carry on their 
work. 

Some of you brethren have been told 
that you were working too hard and 
advised to slow up, take a vacation, 
get away from your work, and rest 
awhile, but you never find time for 
rest. But one day, as was true in the 
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twelve people received thé-Holy 


life of the Apostle Paul, you will stand 
beside the last milepost and the same 
testimony that Paul wrote to Timothy 
as he sat bound and within a few 
hours of Nero’s chop-block will be 
yours, “For I am now ready to be 
offered, and the time of my departure 
is at hand. I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith: Henceforth, there 
is laid up for me a crown of right- 
eousness, which the Lord, the right- 
eous judge, shall give me at that day: 
and not to me only, but unto all them 
also that love his appearing,” 2 Tim. 
4:6-8. 

Paul fought many hard battles, suf- 
fered and sacrificed, but God gave 
him many great revivals which en- 
riched his reward and brightened his 
crown of glory. And we never hear of 
his complaining about hard places 
and being mistreated. He had too 
much to do to stop and complain and 
sympathize with himself, because it 
was hard to have revivals. It was so 
hard to have revivals in Paul’s day 
that it took all of his time. 

We might have a few pessimists 
among us today, who would tell you 
that you could not have a revival like 
they did in Paul’s day or even twenty 
or thirty years ago. I was conducting 
revivals twenty years ago and it was 
hard to have a revival then. People 
get into the habit of saying, “This is a 
hard place to have a revival,” but I 
want to say further that my exper- 
ience taught me that there are no 
easy places for revivals. The opposi- 
tion of the enemy is what necessitates 
the fight and the very thing that 
makes the victory so sweet. I fear that 
when we look back twenty or thirty 
years, we see only the victories and 
the high places of our work, remem- 
ber the blessings of God, and forget 
the many hard battles we faced and 
fought. I remember in one of my first 
revival meetings preaching for two 
full weeks and not one sinner came to 
the altar. That revival has never had 
much place in my memory and I have 
not said much«about ‘it; But following 
this revival failure, my Very next one, 
“Ghost 


ween dare 


the first week and I have never for- 
gotten it nor ceased to talk about it. 
There are other places where I went 
for revivals and fought the powers of 
darkness for days with little results. 
Some of these battles have been al- 
most forgotten and marked off as 
failures. But I have never forgotten 
preaching one week at one place where 
twenty-six people were baptized with 
the Holy Ghost and fire. 

The thought I am trying to leave 
with you is, that we are often so quick 
to feel discouraged. We look back 
over a period of ten years, pick out 
the greatest victory of that period, 
compare it with the present battle, 
and say, “It is hard to have revivals 
now.” I think the records will show 
that God is still giving us some good 
revivals. Brother Ray Hughes, a young 
minister, recently closed an outstand- 
ing revival at Greenville, South Caro- 
lina, with Brother Earl P. Paulk as 
pastor. There were seventy-three 
saved, seventy-three sanctified, thirty- 
three baptized with the Holy Ghost, 
and twenty-nine added to the Church. 
The number added to the Church were 
all grown people except two. This is 
only one of the great victories that 
God has recently given us in the 
Church. Therefore, let us not sit 
down like the prophet Elijah and de- 
cide that all the prophets of Israel 
are dead, but lift up our heads, take 
courage, and help to keep the Church 
of God in the front. 

Every pastor In reach of a radio sta- 
tion should make an effort to get this 
message on the air. In the large cities 
where we have strong churches, mis- 
sions and new works should be opened 
up in the various sections of the city. 
Use your surplus tithes to promote the 
work of evangelism in that manner. 
Every minister who holds license in 
the -Church of God is obligated to 
preach, and some of you have not 
conducted a revival in ten years. Any 
preacher who is physically able and 
has not conducted a revival in five 
years ought to send his license to 
headquarters; get a job,. pay his tithes, 


“and help men to go who. will preach 
“the gospel. ; 
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RELIGION AND THE WORLD 


By the Editor 





s 
Question Asked and Answered 


Isa. 53:8 asked, “Who shall declare 
his generation?” 750 years before 
Christ. Ged answered it through the 
dying thief, in the face of enraged 
priests and the mob that executed 
Him. As any other sinner saved by 
grace, he answered, “This Man hath 
done nothing amiss.” 

i. 
Chaplains Die in Battle 


Forty-two chaplains are reported to 
have died in battle during the last 
three years, while three are reported 
missing in action and forty-three 
more are being detained by the ene- 
my. There were 9,825 chaplains re- 
ported in the Army, Navy and the 
Marine corps, and the Coast Guard, 
as of December 7, 1944. 

a 
Radio Ministry 

Despite the fact that there’ is a 
move to get religious oroadcasts off 
the air, many of our local churches are 
enjoying great privileges in radio gos- 
pel broadcasting. Two things are at 
least responsible: first, where and 
when the truth becomes known to 
the management of radio broadcast, 
they apprise and appreciate it; second, 
the response of the public to old-time 
religion on the air indicates the fact 
that people still love the truth. Fur- 
ther, our outstanding talent is in great 
demand. Realizing the great oppor- 
tunity of the radio for the spread of 
the gospel, programs should be of a 
highly dignified and courteous type, 
with promptness as our daily motto. 
Each broadcast should be preceded 
and likewise followed by much prayer 
that God would quicken and give life 
unto His Word. 

a: a 


Church Giving 


Watchman Examiner reports that 
twenty-three major denominations, 
with a membership of 26,000,000 peo- 
ple, have increased their giving dur- 
ing the last ten years from $299,416,- 
781 to $441,868,327. During the same 
period the national income has risen 
from $48,000,000,000 to $140,000,000,- 
000. Contributions increased 21.7 per 
cent for benevolences to $85,158,545 
and 104 per cent for local congrega- 
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tional expenses to $356,708,882. The 
church of the Nazarene, with a mem- 
bership of 181,239 members, is repori- 
ed at the top with an average of 
$55.59 per member. 
iion 
Marriage and Divorce 


Clifford R. Adams, Ph.D., writing in 
Readers Digest, states that, “The rise 
of divorce rate is frightening. One 
marriage in five or six landed on the 
rocks in 1940. By 1946 it is expected to 
be one in four.” He further adds that 
it is very possible that divorces by 1950 
will be one out of every two persons 
married. What are the factors gov- 
erning such conditions regarding di- 
vorce? The natural law of the wuni- 
verse is “whatsoever a man soweth 
that shall he also reap.” It is the 
quarrelsome tendencies among par- 
ents, their lack of agreeableness and 
sobriety before their offspring, that 
has produced this highly aggravated 
disposition among their children. 
There are, of course, some exceptions. 
Just as the delinquency of parents 
preceded the great and shameful de- 
linquency of children, even so it is 
with the increase of divorce. 

— 
Habitual Inheritance 


Children habitually practice what 
their parents practice before them. 
The children, therefore, reap the care- 
less habits of their parents, and in 
this way reap the curse of lack of 
parental constraint and restraint. If 
we are to have better children we 
must have better parents. If we are 
to have better and happier marriages 
in our offspring we must pave the 
way for them in parents’ standards of 
agreeableness and appropriateness of 
behavior. Parents are the teachers of 
their children by precept and exam- 
ple. “As father so the son, and as 
mother so is the daughter” is an apt 
saying by centuries of observation. 

a 
Strong Delusion 


The nations of earth have, as for 
the most part, strongly rejected the 
gospel of Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior of mankind. This is seen in 
present-day political ideologies, 
wherein there is widespread accept- 


ance of Communism which is partic- 
ularly anti-Christian. The nations are 
about to drink swiftly and deeply of 
this “strong delusion” of a paradise 
on earth as against paradise restored 
through Christ. The end will be 
bitterer than the liberties with which 
men have chosen to reject Christ ana 
the gospel. Men are today deluded, de- 
ceived and there is but one inevitable 
result. All shall be condemned who 
believe not the truth that they might 
be saved. 
—O— 
Modern Inventions Blueprints 


For more than 6,000 years God has 
been sending out wireless and radio 
messages. Some 5,000 years ago Enoch 
scaled the clouds as he walked with 
God. Noah sailed his great ship over 
the mountains 4,500 years ago. Elijah 
rode in a chariot of fire some 3,000 
years ago, to say nothing of Jonah’s 
submarines. The modern scientific 
world copied its plans from God’s 
common miracles. His were natural 
but dynamic miracles, from which 
men drew their plans; which is the 
proof of the existence of God and the 
infallibility of His Word. Paul, speak- 
ing of the world, in Rom. 1:20, said, 
“For the invisible things of him from 
the creation of the world are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things 
that are made, even his eternal pow- 
er and Godhead; so that they are 
without excuse.” Many noted in- 
ventors have been infidels, or were so 
claimed to be; but I am of the opinion 
they have had to duck many times to 
keep from bumping the light with 
their heads. 
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Text: Daniel 5:14, “J have even 
heard of thee, that the spirit of the 
gods is in thee.” 


The story of the handwriting on 
the wall is a very familiar one. Its 
setting was in a time of spiritual dark- 
ness and decadence, and in a place 
where people thought only of them- 
selves and of that which satisfied their 
carnal appetites and 
promoted their 
earthly prestige. It 
was a time of oppor- 
tunity for a man of 
God to step in, for 
God had written a 
message to the peo- 
ple and it was nec- 
essary to find some- 
one acquainted with 
God to read and in- 
terpret the message. Daniel was such 
aman. His understanding was such 
that authorities of that pagan coun- 
try thought him to be possessed with 
the spirit of all the gods. It was, how- 
ever, the Spirit of the Lord God which 
had given him this marvelous under- 
standing even above all his fellows. He 
was able to read God’s writing be- 
cause he was His child. 

There are many great accomplish- 
ments of men that have set them 
forth as distinct personalities in all 
fields of science, art, and literature. 
Men, by their inventive genius, have 
established names which have been 
immortalized in history, but that 
which is far the greater is that pres- 
tige and honor established by being 
a vessel of God’s Spirit, and to be such 
a servant as well as a vessel that it 
can truly be said, as was said of Dan- 
iel, “I have even heard of thee, that 
the Spirit of God is in thee.” 

THE CHARACTER OF DANIEL 

Now Daniel was a man of purpose. 
He would not defile himself with the 
@: meat. He prayed three times a 

day with his window open toward 
Jerusalem, and he and his brethren 
were not afraid to answer for God and 
for their religion. He might have (for 
he had every opportunity) been ab- 
sorbed by the Babylonian civilization. 
Nebuchadnezzar wanted it that way. 
But Daniel did not accept it. His first 
service was to God and he made that 
his purpose. He could have closed his 
windows when he prayed but that 
would be an effort to muffle or cover 
his honest convictions. No, he would 
not do it. He had a purpose and he 
would pursue it. He had an objective 
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By E. L. SIMMONS 











and he would not shrink. 

Men of the past who have amounted 
to anything for the Lord and the 
cause of righteousness have been men 
like Daniel. With nothing to promise 
themselves at the time except that 
following their convictions brought 
peace of mind and the smiles of God’s 
Spirit upon their lives, they continued 
Steadfast. But this kind of a spirit 
lives on. The spirit of courage, convic- 
tion, and simple faith in God is also 
outstanding. It causes others to take 
note and especially so when such a 
spirit is the motivation of one’s entire 
life. 

Through the ages past many men 
who have been lacking in other quali- 
ties have established themselves as 
great leaders because they knew and 
were led by the Spirit of God. Abra- 
ham became the first Hebrew, and 
“went out not knowing whither he 
went,” but he had heard the voice of 
God and dared to obey. He became 
“the father of the faithful.” His name 
is known throughout all Jewry and 
Christendom, all because he proved 
his faith by his works. He lived his 
testimony or testified with his works. 

The story of Joseph is one of a 
country lad, who, early in life, gave 
himself to the*service of God. Often- 
times the Lord, through His Spirit, 
communed with him in dreams. Be- 
cause of jealousy he was sold into a 
foreign country as a slave, was cast in- 
to prison hundreds of miles away from 
his kindred, and was seemingly for- 
gotten, but the God he served con- 





tinued to lead him, and he in turn 
followed. 

The Spirit of God was mightily upon 
him in all his troubles, insomuch that 
the king heard, and the climax of the 
story is that Joseph was made prime 
minister of Egypt. This was all be- 
cause he had lived in such a way that 
it could be said of him, “I have even 
heard of thee, that the Spirit of God 
is in thee.” 

Time would fail us to tell of Moses, 
of Samuel, of David, and of many 
other Old and New Testament charac- 
ters whose names are recorded in the 
catalog of the heroes of faith; suffice 
it to say, however, that all of these 
owed their greatness and honor to the 
fact that the Spirit of God was in 
them and ever with them in their ac- 
tivities. 

AN HONORED CHURCH 

Since churches are made up of in- 
dividuals, the power of the church to 
function depends entirely on the 
Spirituality of its members. The 
spirituality of its members will be 
known by the real accomplishments of 
the church, and they will become 
known to others. Where there is light 
it will shine and where there is love 
it will manifest itself to a degree that 
others will see and be inspired by it. 
Such a church will be heard of and 
honored by all those who know of 
such deeds. 

The church at Thessalonica was 
such a church. First of all, this church 
received the Word in much affliction, 
yet with joy of the Holy Ghost. 1 
Thess. 1:16. It seems further that this 
church was obedient to the Spirit, be- 
cause they became examples to all 
that believed in Macedonia and 
Achaia. 1 Thess. 1:7. Yes, and more 
than that, listen to what Paul said to 
them, “For from you sounded out the 
word of the Lord, not only in Mace- 
donia and Achaia, but also in every 
place your faith to God-ward is spread 
abroad; so that we not speak any- 
thing,” 1 Thess. 1:8. Such a record 
within itself is an enviable one, but 
Paul continues, “But as touching 
brotherly love ye have no need that 
I write unto you: for ye yourselves are 
taught of God to love one another. 
And indeed ye do it toward all the 
brethren which are in all Macedonia,” 
1 Thess. 4:9,10. Thessalonica was in 
the forefront. If it was faith, love, or 
liberality, it could be said of her, “I 
have even heard of thee, that the 


(Continued on page 14) 
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The sacraments are the visible Word 
of God. They have the same office as 
that of the Scriptures, which is to 
present Christ. In reading the Word 
of God, we hear the message of sal- 
vation. In partaking of the sacrament, 
“Christ and the benefits of the new 
covenant are represented, sealed, and 
applied to believers.” In the sacra- 
ments we see the gospel. The sermon 
may fail. The hymns may fail. But 
the sacrament silently proclaims the 
facts of the Christian faith. In speak- 
ing of the Lord’s Supper, Paul says, 
“As often as ye eat this bread, and 
drink the cup, ye proclaim the Lord’s 
death.” “The ordinance is a verbum 
visible, a preaching of the entire 
Church in silent ministry.” 

The sacraments are indeed silent 
ministries and proclaim a full and 
complete gospel of redemption. 

It may be for this reason that 
preaching about the sacraments is 
rarer than it otherwise would 
be. An examination of volumes of 
modern sermons will convince even a 
cursory reader that this great theme 
suffers from neglect. The sacrament 
of baptism is rarely interpreted, while 
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
seldom receives from the pulpit the 
exposition which was customary in 
earlier days. In an old volume by 
James W. Alexander, entitled “Sacra- 
mental Discourses,” there are to be 
found sermons bearing such titles as 
these: “The Hymn of the Eucharist,” 
“Communion in Christ’s Body and 
Blood,” “Christ’s Death the Cardinal 
Doctrine.” They contain teaching con- 
tent. 

The preacher has rich material 
awaiting his attention in the ritual 
for the administration of baptism. 
There is, first of all, the significance 
of Baptism. The symbolism, as set 
forth, may be that of cleansing, puri- 
fication, renewal, or burial and resur- 
rection, dying unto sin and living 
unto righteousness. Ultimately the 
symbolism leads to the same conclu- 
sion. Baptism signifies a new life in 
Christ. It speaks of cleansing from 
sin, regeneration, resurrection unto 
life. It proclaims the fact that if any 
man is in Christ he is a new creature, 
and what gospel theme needs to be 
proclaimed more than this? It is the 
central theme of grace. “Except one 
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be born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh; and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I say 
unto thee, Ye must be born anew.” 
The pulpit needs to recover some of 
the big words it has lost. It has been 
losing the word “conversion,” and the 
bond market has taken it up. It has 
been letting slip the word “redemp- 
tion,” and the bankers have laid hold 
of it. It has been obscuring the phrase 
“the new. birth,” and the biologists 
have been discovering it. Professor 
Simpson says of Principal Robert 
Rainy that his religious experience 
“was not so much a reaction as a rea- 
lization—that equally genuine type of 
conversion (though the word conver- 
sion seems inappropriate to describe 
it) which consists in the leve and 
grace of God in Jesus Christ becom- 
ing, and that perhaps not at any spe- 
cial time but with the natural devel- 
opment of mind and heart and will, 
something personal and something 
vital. A Christian life thus originated 
is at once supernatural and normal.” 
Baptism is rightly interpreted when it 
symbolizes the new life in Christ. 


In the second place, there is the 
obligation of baptism resting upon 
parents or sponsors. Herein lies the 
true theological basis for Christian 
education. Let the words of a student 
of psychology speak in relation to this 
vital subject. “No greater disservice,” 
says Robert F. Horton, “was ever done 
to religion than that officious under- 
taking of the Church to relieve the 
parents of their primary duties. The 
Church has no power to impart a true 
religion to infants and little children. 
By claiming that she has such a 
power, first at the font and then in 
the schools, she weakens the responsi- 
bility of those to whom that power 
necessarily appertains. Her function 
may be to inculcate the parental duty 
of teaching children, and even to in- 
struct parents in the best methods of 
performing their task. She should be 
instant in season and out of season 
in reminding every father that he is, 
by the very nature of the case, com- 
pelled to teach his child from day to 
day the laws of the spiritual life, the 
claims of the Christian gospel, the 
way by which the claims are to be rec- 
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ognized and. the laws are to be 
obeyed. If the Church succeeds in 
rousing the father to a sense of his 
duty, she has succeeded with the 
child. But if she has relieved the 
father of his duty, she has injured 
not only the child but the father also. 
Amid the idle clamour that has filled 
the air in recent times about the re- 
ligious education of the children, this 
primary truth has seldom or never 
been heard.” Continuing he says, 
“The father is as much bound to train 
the child-soul as he is to feed and 
clothe its body, and when once the 
Church begins to insist upon this 
truth, and when the State declines to 
give that religious instruction which 
only parents can give, every man will 
wake up to the reality of the situation, 
and will find that if he does not teach 
his children religion they will go with- 
out it, and that to leave his children 
without it is to inflict on them the 
cruelest wrong that man can per- 
petrate.” These are strong words, but 
they point to the same emphasis as is 
evident in the administration of the 
sacrament of baptism, which pledges 
parents to bring up their children “in 
the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.” Here is put into the hands of 
every minister an appropriate ap- 
proach to a subject which merits the 
attention of the modern Church. Here 
is the place to face the problems of 
juvenile delinquency and religious il- 
literacy. 


Furthermore, there is a responsi- 
bility of Baptism, resting squarely up- 
on the Church. The Church, as the 
true sponsor of every baptized child, 
should see that these same obligations 
are met that the child learn the doc, 
trines of the Christian faith “and 
other things which a Christian ought 
to know and believe to his soul’s 
health.” What a wealth of preaching 
lies enshrined in such an obligation! 

And then there is the sacrament of 
baptism, the Promised Blessing of the 
Holy Spirit. In the sacrament, God 
the Father is at work. Christ is at 
work; the Holy Spirit is at work. We 
baptize in “the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.” It is not man’s act It is God’s 
act. If anywhere, then here, religion 
is set forth as a “given” thing, and 
the preacher misses everything when 
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he fails to set forth God’s activity 
both in His Word and in His sacra- 
ments. One of our best psychologists 
has written some brave words on this 
subject. He is speaking of the lack of 
power within the Christian Church, 
and he says that “this want of in- 
spiration and power is associated with 
the fact that men no longer believe 
in the existence of the Spirit in any 
effective practical way. They believe 
in God the Father, and they are rev- 
erent; they believe in the Son, and 
the church members amongst its 
members millions who humbly try to 
‘follow in His steps’; but for all prac- 
tical purposes they are like that little 
band at Ephesus who had ‘not so 
much as heard whether there be any 
Holy Ghost,’ and, lacking the inspira- 
tion of such a belief, they are weak 
and wonder why.” Ringing through 
the New Testament is the constant 
promise, “He shall baptize you in the 
Holy Spirit.” This subject calls for 
reiterated emphasis. 

The absence of good preaching on 
the subject of baptism is apparent to 
those who have searched the sermon 
files of the great preachers. The sit- 
uation is better in regard to the in- 
terpretation of the Lord’s Supper. 
There is usually to be found among 
the masters at least one comprehen- 
Sive sermon on the Eucharist, and 
every minister who has preached to 
the same congregation over a period 
of years must have gathered much 
material on this great theme. In the 
sermons of a long pastorate in the 
same church, these sacramental sub- 


jects appear: “The Sacramental 
Evangel”; the text “This do in re- 
membrance of me.” “The World’s 


Greatest Sermon”; the text, “Ye pro- 
claim the Lord’s death.” “The Spell of 
the Cross”; the text, “Who did be- 
witch you, before whose eyes Jesus 
Christ was openly set forth crucified.” 
“The Guest Chamber”; the _ text, 
“Where is my guest chamber?” 
“Christ the Bread of Life”; the text, 
“I am the bread of life.” “The Eu- 
charistic Feast’; the text, “When he 
had given thanks.” “The Sacrament 
of Life’; the text, “When he had 
given thanks.” “The Sacrament of 
Life’; the text, “This is my body, 
which is broken for you.” “Our Lord’s 
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the text, “He 
that eateth this bread shall live for- 
ever.” “The Second Crucifixion”; the 
text, “They crucify to themselves the 
Son of God afresh.” “The Guests of 
God”; the text, “Thou preparest a 
table before me.” “Sacramental Sim- 
plicity”; the text, “Come unto me, all 
ye that labor.” “The Upper Room”; 
the text, “Let not your heart be trou- 
bled.” “The Sacramental Invitation”; 
the text, “Drink ye all of it.” “Mem- 
ory and Hope”; the text, “This do... 
till he come.” “Bread and Water”; 
texts: “I am the bread of life”; “I am 
the water of life.” “The Sacramental 
Hymn”; the text, “When they had 
sung an hymn.” “Sacrifice and Song”; 
the text, “When the burnt offering 
began, the song of the Lord began al- 
so.” “The Sacrament and the Gospel”; 
the text, “Ye proclaim the Lord’s 
death till he come.” Of course there is 
repetition, but there is no wandering 
from the central theme. 


Taking for his text the familiar 
words, “This do in remembrance of 
me,” Alexander Maclaren begins by 
stating that the account of the insti- 
tution of the Lord’s Supper in First 
Corinthians is older than any of the 
Gospel records. He divides his sermon, 
as usual, into three sections: (1) The 
Lord’s Supper is a memorial of the 
past, and in this part of the sermon 
the emphasis is on the personal pro- 
noun me. (2) It is a symbol for the 
present. The Christian life is not 
merely the remembrance of a histor- 
ical Christ, but the present recogni- 
tion of a living Christ. (3) It is a 
prophecy. The emphasis here is on the 
words, “Till I come.” A memorial, a 
symbol, a prophecy—and interpreting 
the symbol he sets forth in strong lan- 
guage the Zwinglian position. Here is 
preaching, and here also is teaching. 

The sermons of Phillips Brooks have 
little that bear upon the sacraments. 
There is a _ characteristic sermon 
entitled “Christ the Food of Man”; 
the text, “How can this man give us 
his flesh to eat?” It is an exposition, 
in the bishop’s best style, of that great 
sacramental passage in John’s Gospel. 
There is a long introduction, much too 
long for our day, in which he dis- 
cusses the striving after real faith, 
and the answer given is: “I cannot 
tell you how ... Go and do it.” Then 
he passes to the idea that food is for 
strength: inward as well as physical 
strength is needed, and this food of 
the soul is Christ. “The flesh was the 
expression of the human life of Jesus.” 


Immediately the idea of the Sacra- 
ment is introduced, and he closes with 
the doctrine of the cross. It is preach- 
ing after the style readers of Phillips 
Brooks know well, but it is not the 
direct preaching required in our day. 

In a few brief words the sacra- 
mental preaching of some of the great 
may be set forth. Dr. Marcus Dods, 
scholar and preacher, takes the text, 
“This do in remembrance of me,” us- 
ing the same words for the title. He 
begins by pointing out our Lord’s great 
simplicity. We are to remember Christ 
and be thankful. First, it was a kind- 
ness to His disciples to give them 
something to do. Secondly, He gave 
them something to do which would 
renew their remembrance daily. He 
chose the symbol of food. Thirdly, He 
bade them remember Him in His 
death. He desired to be remembered 
in the hour of His deepest humilia- 
tion. 

Dr. James Denney has a great ser- 
mon on “The Ideal Church”; the text, 
“They continued stedfastly in the 
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in 
the breaking of bread and the 
prayers.” Here are four great themes: 
The Teaching, The Fellowship, The 
Breaking of Bread, The Prayers. The 
treatment suggests that the subject 
of the Sacrament may be treated as 
part of a larger whole, in this case 
the Church. The Sacrament was never 
far away from the mind of Alexander 
Whyte. He was a sacramental preach- 
er. One of his sermons is called, “The 
Hebrew Child’s Question at the Pass- 
over Supper,” and his text, “It shall 
come to pass, when your children shall 
say unto you, What mean ye by this 
service? that ye shall say, It is the 
sacrifice of Jehovah’s passover.” He 
begins by picturing a Hebrew home. 
Then he speaks of the Passover and 
the Christian names—the Lord’s Sup- 
per, the Communion, the Eucharist, 
the Lord’s Table—with appropriate in- 
terpretations of each of the names, 
and closes with the thought that at 
the holy table Christ gave the disciples 
the new commandment. 

Alexander MacColl, in his fine book, 
“The Sheer Folly of Preaching,” has a 
Communion address with no title and 
no text. He takes three simple words 
from the words of institution and ex- 
plains them as they are related to the 
Sacrament. “Take”: The church is 
forever asking men to give. Here 
Christ is asking men to take. “Do”: 
He does not ask us to feel, or even to 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Not many years ago I was attending 
an old-fashioned revival. held by 
Brother R. L. Rexrode, a pioneer 
blazer of the Holy Ghost gospel. I had 
always thought that somehow I could 
make the grade and get to heaven. I 
was just past seventeen years of age. 
I taught Sunday School to other pu- 
pils of my age, but I did the same 
things that others, who were older 
than I, did, so I felt that it was all 
right to attend Sunday School on 
Sunday, then go to the dances and 
other entertainments through the 
week. 


I can well remember the first night 
I went to the old-fashioned revival. 
I sat just as far back as I could, even 
though I had been to church there 
many times during my young days. I 
remember how the brother started his 
services, so different from the services 
I had been used to attending. The 
preaching was different. It seemed 
every word he spoke was coming from 
an unseen power, so forceful, so posi- 
tive. But I did not think much about 
it the first night. I felt impressed to 
go back again. God got hold of me 
in those services. Such singing from 
Christian people, I had never heard 
before! It seemed like they sang a 
song that I could not sing. My old- 
est brother fell in at the altar. Such 
prayers from a young man, I never 
had heard before! We all marveled at 
my brother’s praying. (At that time 
we did not understand the power of 
God.) It so happened that a Catholic 
girl first fell in at the altar and was 
saved, my brother next, then more. 
Brother, I began to feel as though I 
were going to be !eft out! How those 
brethren did sing! My heart grew 
heavy. One night I could not sleep. I 
somehow realized that conviction was 
upon me. I said, “Lord, if you will 
spare my life, I will go to the altar 
tomorrow night.” At once the thought 
seized me, “What if I should die be- 
fore tomorrow,” but I promised God 
to go. 


The next night I was among tt.e 
first to hit the altar. God saved my 
soul. A few nights later I received the 
Holy Ghost. I did not understand 
what He was, but the minister en- 
couraged me to pray for Him, and I 
did, never giving a thought about a 
thing but more of the glory of God. 
When God baptized me with the Holy 
Ghost, it seemed as though I were in 
another world. People prayed, cried, 
shouted, and sang as they had never 
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sung before. Brethren, it was heaven 
on earth. I at last realized I had found 
a treasure more precious than silver 
or gold—realized there was indeed a 
true Christ, a true gospel, a true re- 
ligion, and a heartfelt salvation. 

On the night that I received the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost, I was just 
a young man, I did not quite under- 
stand all about the power of God. It 
was something new to me. I left the 
place of worship rejoicing in the Lord, 
talking in unknown tongues all the 
way home. It seemed as though a 
great power had taken hold of me. 1 
was excited, I wanted to tell the world 
what I had found. Jesus was the man 
of the hour for me. 

On arriving home, I was still rejoic- 
ing and talking in tongues. My father 
and mother were in bed. A few of the 
precious Christians had come along 
with me, including my brother. I re- 
member my mother coming into the 
room, then my father. I noticed his 
hands, they were shaking! My father 
was an Italian, born in Italy, but he 
knew that I was speaking in a lan- 
guage that he had never heard be- 
fore. He knew that I could not speak 
Italian. After the showers of blessings 
had cooled down somewhat, my 
friends left the house, my brother 
going home with a girl friend. 


Dad and Mother went to bed, so did 
I, still wondering and happy over my 
new find. I think we all must have 
been asleep for about an hour, when 
I was awakened by my brother’s 
voice. I heard him coming into the 
room, and he was speaking in other 
tongues! About that time I heard my 
father’s feet hit the floor. I heard him 
yell, “I’m going to have that preacher 
arrested for setting my boys crazy.” 
My brother had taken his girl] friend 
home, and they must have decided to 
pray for the Holy Ghost, for brother 
received Him. He did not pay any at- 
tention to Dad, just kept praising God 
and still speaking in another language. 
After awhile Dad cooled down and 
went to bed again. 

After that our persecutions began, 
at home and around town. Nobody 
wanted anything to do with us. We 
began to find ourselves a separated 
people. A new church was set in or- 


der—the Church of God. I was the 
first to unite. Nineteen members in 
all united, and what a fight we had! 
Our band was small, but our faith in 
God was great. Every one resolved to 
be true to Jesus. 

* a cs 

Not long after my conversion, I be- 
gan to preach at various towns and 
tell about Jesus, the best I knew how. 
(If only the brethren had the zeal 
now that they had when God first 
saved them, what a great stir there 
would be among the people.) My 
father and mother began to join in 
with their neighbors in persecuting 
my brother and me. How wellI can re- 
member my mother bawling me out 
for going to my bedroom to pray, but 
I was praying for her and Dad, while I 
prayed that God would help me in 
those little sermons I was trying to 
prepare. 

I well remember the bitter fight the 
little preacher had in trying to hold 
his band together. We were so young. 
There was not so much we could do 
to help support the pastor at that 
time. I remember the many times his 
family went hungry and cold through 
the long winter days. The depression 
was on, there were no friends and no 
money, but Brother Rexrode prayed 
and fought the winter through. I can 
stop to say here, if he had left the 
band he had fought for then, no 
doubt there would have been no Chris- 
tians left there to tell the story. But 
the winter months of feeding his 
sheep built us up. We began to learn 
how to fight the snares and tempta- 
tions of the devil. When our pastor 
left us in the spring, he had sowed 
seed that has lasted these many years. 

Still we had the devil to fight. I re- 
member one sunny Sabbath morning, 
I was sitting on the steps of an empty 
house. I was very discouraged. It 
seemed we had no friends. That day 
we had had Sunday School out in the 
woods. There were only about twenty 
of us in all. The devil said to me, 
“Now, Johnnie, see how it is to go this 
way, you have no friends, your old 
friends refuse to recognize you any 
more.” About that time I saw a young 
man about ten years older than I 
coming towards me. I thought he ap- 
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peared under the influence of strong 
drink. Coming up to me he laid a hand 
on my shoulder and said, “Johnnie, I 
wish I could live as good as you.” 
Brother, the discouragement left me 
right then and there. God came on 
the scene, and I was in command of 
myself again. The brother and I talked 
a long time. I told him he should 
change his ways, and he admitted that 
he was living a wicked life, and would 
some day turn over a new leaf. 

After that little talk I was really 
encouraged. I could work more than 
ever for the Lord. But many times I 
prayed for my loved ones. I would go 
into the woods and pray for hours. I 
would pray, “O God, save my poor 
old dad, save my dear old mother.” 

Space will not permit my telling 
about my mother’s conversion here, 
how God through me preached my 
own mother under conviction. I will 
tell about dad’s conversion, because 
he was an Italian, a Catholic. 

Having prayed for my father so 
many times, that God would somehow 
find a way to save his soul, I began 
to feel that my prayers might be in 
vain. It seemed to me an impossibility 
that God could save an Italian, but 
the Lord has a way of making prayers 
come true for those who love Him. 
My father had been a bad drinker all 
his life. He had used tobacco for 
twenty-two years. Many times I was 
forced to “bottle” up home brew for 
him before going to church. At one 
time I was allowed to go to church 
only two days a week. He said my 
brother and I were going crazy. 

As time went on, God began to bless. 
The company gave us a house to fix 
up for church services. We had a 
wonderful revival. Then we rented a 
store building in another town, and 
opened against the enemy. We had a 
real band of Christians on fire for 
God. The Lord surely did bless in this 
meeting. Dad furnished his car for 
me to go to the meeting every night. 
He never said a word any more about 
the church. He seemed to like the fact 
that we were doing things for God. 
Well, our God was working with dad 
now. 

On a cold winter morning, my fa- 
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ther was ill, he did not go.to work 
that day, nor for several days. His ill- 
ness became severe. It was the first 
time in his life he had ever been sick 
that he could remember. At first Dad 
came down the stairs and lay on the 
lounge, but finally he was unable to 
walk that far. The doctor was sum- 
moned. He was reported in a very crit- 
ical condition. Finally, Dad became so 
ill that we had to move him to an- 
other room. The doctor said he was 
too ill to be moved to a hospital. I 
remember going to the store one day. 
The clerk for the company said to me, 
“John, the doctor tells me your father 
is very bad off.” I said, “Yes, he is,” 
and in my heart I thought he was 
going to die, a poor lost sinner. 

One night Dad’s friends gathered 
about his bedside; they all felt sorry 
for my father. Men whom he had 
drunk with for many years, shook 
their heads and whispered that it was 
too bad. Dad’s voice was so feeble that 
he could only whisper now. No long- 
er could he sit up or move his arms 
and legs. It did seem that the time 
was near. 

The next morning, after praying, I 
felt led to visit two brethren, both 
ministers. I told them about my fa- 
ther’s plight. We decided to pray for 
him. One hour before we prayed for 
Dad, I had to put water in a bottle 
and raise his head so that he could 
drink the precious liquid. He almost 
choked as he swallowed it. 

At this time my mother was saved, 
and had the precious Holy Ghost. So 
the two brothers, my mother, and I 
knelt in prayer before God at my fa- 
ther’s bedside. We prayed for a long 
time, it seemed, then one of the 
brothers said, “Brother Bava, move 
your legs,” and, behold! Dad’s legs 
moved. When we saw those legs 
move, it seemed like the room filled 
suddenly with the great power of God. 
We all arose from our knees and be- 
gan to praise God. The next instant, 
it seemed as though an unseen force 
hit my dad. He threw up his arms, 
rose up in bed, and bounced out in 
the floor, shouting and praising God. 
I never saw such a time in my life 
as we had in that little room. I 


thought we would never stop praising 
our Savior. I had prayed many times 
that God would some day save my 
dad, never dreaming it would ever 
come true. When I realized that he 
was shouting and praising God, and 
did not have an ache in his body, the 
little old room could hardly hold me. 
I never heard such a noise in an up- 
per room before, as we all made that 
day, rejoicing in God’s wonderful love 
and because of His wonderful healing 
power. 


My father was healed and saved by 
the power of God. He never went back 
to bed again. On the following day 
the doctor came in to see how Dad 
was getting along. Imagine his sur- 
prise when he saw Dad sitting down- 
stairs on the lounge. He broke into 
an amazed voice, saying, “What are 
you doing, sitting down here?” “Just 
sitting here,” replied my father. “Well, 
you get back to bed,” said the doctor, 
“and you stay there for two weeks, 
you stay there until I tell you to get 
up,” are the very words of the amazed 
old doctor. But Dad never went back 
to bed again. 


Today Dad does not use tobacco, he 
no longer drinks whisky and rum, he 
no longer spends his hard-earned 
money for foolishness. Dad is a proud 
possessor of the Holy Ghost. If he does 
not get to shout the praises of God 
every night, he thinks the meeting is 
dead. Dad is an Italian, he was a 
hard-boiled Catholic, but God saved 
him. He can save your dad, too. 


WHERE THE SAINTS OF GOD 
ALL GO 


Oh, picture tonight, that home of 
glory bright; 

Hear the angels singing, soft and low. 

Oh, I long there to be, where loved 
ones wait for me, 

Over where the saints of God all go. 





A CURE FOR ANXIETY 


“Our eyes wait upon the Lord our 
God,” Psa. 123:2. 


I am no longer anxious about any- 
thing, as i realize that the Lord is able 
to carry out His will, and His will is 
mine. It makes no matter where He 
places me, or how. That is rather for 
Him to consider than for me; for in 
the easiest positions He must give me 
His grace and in the most difficult 
His grace is sufficient—Hudson Tay- 
lor. 
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A TRIP TO THE INTERIOR OF 
QUICHE 


Nine months have passed since we 
returned to our station here in 
Quiche, Guatemala. During this time 
we have made several trips to the in- 
terior of this department. At this time 
I wish to write in particular about 
one of these trips. } 

At eleven o’clock, November 16, 
we started from Quiche, our headquar- 
ters and the capital and governor’s 
seat of the entire Quiche Department. 
The gas tank of our Terraplane was 
filled to its capacity but we also car- 
ried a container filled with gasoline. 
(There are no gas stations along the 
way.) Our equipment consisted of 
quite a few things, such as two home- 
made sleeping bags, extra blankets, 
baskets of food, a gasoline lantern, 
bottles of clear gasoline for the lamp, 
a small kodak, tracts, books, etc. 
To begin with, there were three of 
us—Mrs. Pullin, an Indian worker, 
and I. 

The rains have passed and the roads 
were almost free from mud. Some 
places were already dusty and prac- 
tically all of it was rough, compared 
with our smooth roads in the U. S. A. 
We traveled for about twenty miles 
at an even altitude, then began the 
descent to the low climate and the 
town of Sacapulas. This town, 4,000 
feet above sea level, is noted for its 
variety of tropical fruit. Papayas, 
mangos, jocotes, coyoles, matasano 
(kill or cure fruit), and the blood-red 
cactus fruit called juanocos, grow 
profusely. The swift mountain river, 
Chisoy, flows through the _ town. 
Along its southern shore are large salt 
flats marked off in squares by the re- 
spective owners or renters who carry 
on the business of mining salt in their 
crude fashion. A few centuries ago 
Sacapulas was an important Catholic 
center. Many leading priests have 
lived here. One of them was shot by a 
soldier of President Barrios when the 
priest seized the president in a rage 
of anger on a mountain slope of San 
Pedro near Quiche, so it is told here. 
We have a work here and it is grow- 
ing, thank God! Right in the place 


[Page 10] 


CHRIST THE SAVIOR FOR THE HEATHEN 


\ Missions - Missionaries 


M. P. CROSS, Executive Mission Secretary 
International Christian Brotherhood 


where darkness prevailed, the lignt 
of the glorious gospel is shining. 

This was our first stop and we had 
lunch at the worker’s hut made of 
wild willow cane and mud. Our lunch 
consisted of black beans (the old 
standby for all Guatemala), tortillas, 
native cheese, which tasted like salt- 
ed sour milk, and black coffee. 

Not so long ago, I remember eating 
lunch with Brother and Sister Furman 
along the road between Totonicapan 
and Quezaltenango. Brother Furman 
remarked, when examining the 
cheese, ‘“We’ll see what kind of cheese 
this is by the color of the animal’s 
hair we find in it—ha!” 

After lunch, we pulled out for the 
Sierra Madre, the big Mother Range 
Mountains. We were now loaded to 
capacity as we had picked up Don 
Norberto and Jorge, both workers, in 
Sacapulas. They, with their blankets, 
etc., made a good load and a happy 
crowd for the trip. We crossed the 
steel bridge over the Chisoy (which 
always makes us think of the smooth 
roads at home) and started the 
climb. We stopped twice before we 
reached the top of the first moun- 
tain, to let the motor cool. It had been 
a steady climb of fifteen miles and 
we had reached the altitude of near- 
ly 4,000 feet. All along the road there 
was an embankment on one side and 
a sheer drop of many hundreds of 
feet on the other. Finally, after de- 
scending the other side, we passed 
through the fertile and well-irrigated 
valley of Cunen (the name means 
“dumb Sunday”); then, dropping in- 
to a deeper gorge, we headed on and 
upward to Uspantan where we met 
a happy little band of Christians who 
were waiting for us. 

Every town in Guatemala celebrates 
annually the Spanish conquest. Danc- 
ers are especially trained to put on 
this public demonstration, with spe- 
cial rented costumes representing the 
Indians and the conquering Spanish 
soldiers, and masks. They dance to 
the tune of their tom toms, chin chins, 
and marimbas. The dance lasts from 
three days to a week or fifteen days. 
In Uspantan there has been a dispute 
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among the Indians regarding the date, 
so they celebrate on two different 
dates, or twice a year. We had a meet- 
ing in a brother’s home, in a room 
which he has given for that purpose. 
He was a cohete maker (rocket maker) 
for the idol celebrations. Now, he is 
filled with the Holy Ghost and has 
the church in his home. There is a 
chapel under construction here. The 
walls are partly up, but the adobe 
maker walked off with the money 
and only turned in half the tally of 
mud bricks, something not unusual 
here. 

After our meeting, in which we had 
the presence of the Lord and a fair 
attendance, we fixed our beds for the 
night. All our party slept in the same 
room, but Mrs. Pullin and I got the 
preference which consisted of two 
benches apiece. On them we spread 
our sleeping bags, a blanket under- 
neath, and a coat, or whatever we 
had, on top. It was too cold to sleep 
in the car—I mean to sit in it all 
night. The fleas were considerate. They 
hardly bothered us all night. Neither 
did the rats and mice. 

At certain times of the year the 
wind is so terrific in this town that 
it almost takes one off his feet. 
Peaches, apples, granadias, granadas 
(pomegranates), oranges, and _ the 
famous “Chile of Seven Brothers” 
grow here. We have almost choked on 
certain chilies which we were unaware 
of in our food. We had to go on the 
hunt for some kind of oil to soothe 
our throats. 


After breakfast and prayer, part of e@ 


the congregation, mostly women, de- 
cided to go along with us. Silverio, the 
Indian worker, and Norberto gave up 
their places in the car and harnessed 
the brother’s little mule to carry our 
luggage. So we left them behind to 
come on foot. Only a short distance 
remained where we could use the car, 
so we soon had it stored away in the 
care of the military official, and start- 
ed out on foot. Mrs. Pullin carried a 
basket, her coat, and a little native 
woven bag with her hymn books and 
fruit thrown over her shoulder. 


The village where we left our car 
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is on the main road, under construc- 
tion, to the adjoining department of 
Coban. It is called Chicaman. The 
bananas here are ripe when they are 
green and they are white inside. We 
have had successful meetings here in 
the past and expect to have them 
again in the future. 

We moved on under the scorching 
sun, and climbed a small mountain 
summit; but before we reached the 
steepest part, we stopped for lunch 
beside a.small mountain spring. This 
meal consisted of food brought from 
Quiche, and after the meal the bas- 
ket carriers were relieved of some of 
the weight, for everyone did justice 
to what had been in them. Farther 
along, we tried to diminish our cargo 
by eating as much of the sugar cane, 
which a friend had given us, as we 
could. What remained, we hid under a 
tree. 

The bretnren and their little mule 
overtook us on the summit and the 
women weren’t very far behind. The 
traveling became easier because we 
were going down and soon we made 
our first stop at the little chapel in 
Chipaj. The brother in charge here 
always slept with a dagger under his 
pillow until the Lord saved him. He 
was a treacherous man, but the Lord 
made a lamb of him. His testimony is, 
“I took that old dagger and buried it 
one yard deep under the juayaval tree 
and there it stays!” He constructed 
the chapel here. It would be a good 
thing if every Christian would bury 
his dagger. I think there would be 
more shouts in the camp then. Hal- 
lelujah! 


Here is where Mrs. Pullin began to 
slack up on her eating. After resting 
awhile, we were invited to the kitchen 
to eat—not to look around. Say the 
blessing all together and keep your 
eyes on your plate, if you have one. 
It’s sure you won’t have a knife, a 
fork, or spoon. How do you eat then? 
Well, the coffee comes to you already 
sweetened with a piece of sugar block 
dropped in at the time of cooking, so 
you don’t need a spoon. What if you 
get a plate of soup of some kind? 
That’s easy! Just pick up the plate 
and drink it, even if it is yellow with 
chicken fat! Meanwhile, the dogs, 
chickens, and even the pigs come and 
go, in and out of the kitchen, against 
your legs while you try to down what 
you have on your plate. At the back 
of the hut and little board chapel at 
the foot of a slope, there is a hole 
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dug to the depth of about four feet. 
A log is thrown down the side of it 
to a pool of water that had seeped in- 
to it. This is our drinking water, if 
you care for it, but you had better take 
it off the fire, even in the form of 
coffee. It would be more hygienic. 

This is a great corn belt. Some of 
the ears grown are sixteen to eighteen 
inches long. Accordingly, they make 
the tortillas as large as plates. Two of 
them are a meal for the ordinary per- 
son; that is, if he has learned to eat 
these corn cakes. 

These brethren were waiting for one 
to come to get some help from the 
Lord and to unload their burdens, so 
they kept on in the meetings as long 
as possible. When we, ourselves, were 
just about exhausted, they were just 
preparing for a lengthy meeting. In 
Chipaj we had two services, one in 
the evening and one before leaving in 
the morning. Then, some more decid- 
ed to go along with the group. We 
left this place, walking along togeth- 
er, giving out tracts to the merchants 
and travelers. 

The next place was Pinal. Here we 
had lunch and prayer, then went on 
to Chocorral in order to keep as close 
to our schedule as possible. They gave 
us some kind of sugar water to drink 
upon our arrival, which was refresh- 
ing and, after a while, some supper. 
Then, the meeting. The good brother 


was overjoyed and wanted to plan a 
longer stay for us. We slept nearer 
the mud floor here, on some thick 
planks propped up about six inches 
from the ground—mud floors—. Mrs. 
Pullin wanted to know if any snakes 
might slip in under the ends of the 
upright boards which form the sides 
of the chapel building. We trusted the 
Lord, like the natives, and lay in our 
sleeping bags all night. I slept on the 
rafters here one night, a few years 
ago, in the same sleeping bag. Some- 
thing crawled onto my “set as soon 
as I had lain down. “A snake—!” was 
my first thought.—THomas PULI'N. 


(Continued in next issue) 





Reclaimed 


MARIANNA, Fla.—I praise the Lord 
for reclaiming my soul. I was in a 
backslidden condition, but His love 
and tender mercies were ever with me 
and finally brought me back to re- 
pentance. I need more of the grace of 
God and to walk closer to Him every 
day. Pray that I may be stronger in 
His love and grace so that He may use 
me in any way He sees fit; also, that 
my son will be saved and have a safe 
return. I appreciate the good Evangel 
that comes into my home every week. 
It is really food to my soul and to 
others who read it. Pray for me and 
mine.—Mrs. Jack Jeter. 








VICTORY 
PRACTICAL HANDBOOK 
for 
MINISTERS 
By E. C. CLARK, Editor 


This book is an enlargement of the Minister’s Practical 
Handbook, which consisted of 170 pages. This new edition 
has about seventy pages or nine chapters added, consisting 


of a study of the rank of the ministry, i. e., the Elder, the 
Bishop, the Deacon, and also a study of the ministry gifts 
of Christ; viz., Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Teachers 
and Pastors. Due to increased cost of manufacture and in- 
crease in the size of the book, the price is, for fine 
fabrikoid binding, 232 pages— 


$1.50 
Order of 
The Church of God Publishing House 


Montgomery Avenue 





Cleveland, Tenn. 
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Kchoes From the Western District 


STATE MINISTERS’ MEETINGS 

Our state ministers’ meetings were 
conducted at: 

First, Long Beach, California; host 
pastor, I. H. Benge; state overseer, 
John E. Douglas. 

Second, Phoenix, Arizona; host pas- 
tor, M. F. Campbell; state overseer, 
O. C. Crank. 

Third, Yakima, Wash. (Washington 
and Oregon); V. C. Ramey, host pas- 
tor; state overseer, C. C. Rains. 

Fourth, Lewiston, Idaho; host pas- 
tor, C. L. Spoon; Ray T. Hill, state 
overseer. 

The attendance by ministers, mem- 
bers, and outsiders was good in all the 
meetings. The understanding between 
each state overseer and his ministers 
was complimentary. In fact, confi- 
dence and trust seemed to be a strik- 
ing reciprocal disposition manifest- 
ed by all the ministers and state over- 
seers. 

GOOD PROGRAM 

And I don’t mean that the brethren 
in the different ministers’ meetings 
drew up and adopted batches of rec- 
ommendations that were easy to read 
and fascinating to the eyes. No! In 
fact, some of the measures adopted 
looked pretty tough. The thing that 
seemed to dictate all the items and 
motivate their adoption was the spirit 
to do bigger, better, and greater 
things for God and His Church. 


A GENERAL VIEW 


Denominating these seven states as 
the Western District has not in the 
least created a feeling of isolation, in- 
dependence, or selfishness in the heart 
of a single minister from the tip of 
Arizona to the top of Idaho. Through- 
out the business deliberations it was 
easily seen that though much of the 
programs were being so itemized as to 
help advance each local church, estab- 
lish new churches in the respective 
states, boost the Sunday School, 
Y.P.E., L.W.W.B., and regular church 
services, the dominating purpose was 
to assure the Church general the con- 
tinued progress and success it should 
realize by contributing to it from local, 
district, and state standpoints. 

Did this observation make me hap- 
py? Why, I can never tell you how 
gratified I am to see that the minis- 
ters and members here, as everywhere 
else, are working with the overwhelm- 
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ing consciousness that they are in, 
with, and for the Church of God; pro- 
pelled by the same power; inspired by 
the same great Presence; and led by 
the same unerring hand. 

THE B.T.S. AT YAKIMA 

It was my happy privilege to cooper- 
ate with Brothers C. C. Rains and V. C. 
Ramey in the opening exercises of 
the Bible Training School at Yakima. 
The interest was keen, and quite a 
number of students had enrolled be- 
fore I left. Brother V. C. Ramey is 
principal and is carrying on the work 
in a very capable manner. Brother and 
Sister Nicholson are working with him 
as faculty members and are appreci- 
ated greatly. Just before leaving Ya- 
kima, Brother Rains and I were for- 
tunate in closing out the purchase of 
an eleven-room house that is now be- 
ing used as a girls’ dormitory. May the 
school have your prayers for great 
success. 

LOCAL VISITS 

On my way back from Washingion, 
my party (Brother and Sister Rolen 
Dunn and Margaret), Brothers C. C. 
Rains and H. C. Ward, and I visited 
the following churches: W. Seattle, 
O. N. Swearingen, pastor; Tacoma, 
A. J. Sittner, pastor; Woodland, G. W. 
Gifford, pastor; St. John, H. W. White, 
pastor; Silverton, L. W. Wright, pas- 
tor, and Salem, G. W. Cleghorn. 

GRACIOUS BENEDICTIONS 

The Lord blessed, I feel, in a gra- 
cious manner in all the meetings and 
it was indeed a pleasure to be with 
each pastor and membership. 

I am sure that I express the senti- 
ment of every state overseer, minis- 
ter, and member here in this Western 
District when I request that you pray 
for us and come and work with us as 
the Lord leads you—J. D. Bright, 
Assistant General Overseer. 





District Fellowship Meeting 


The district fellowship meeting was 
held November 24 at West Enfield 
church. We are happy to report that 
a blessed time was enjoyed by all. 
There was a very good attendance and 
several visiting ministers, which we 
appreciated, travel being difficult at 
this time, but God’s work must move 
on. Our beloved overseer, Rev. Wm. F. 
Morris, and wife and little Richard 
were with us to encourage us as usual. 


Brother Jones, pastor of Belfast 
church, gave us some good teaching in 
an afternoon message. 

During the evening service our 
former pastor, Rev. J. T. Murray, gave 
a resume of the work which he and 
his wife began in this town about four 
years ago when they held cottage 
meetings in the home of an aged sis- 
ter who has now gone on to her re- 
ward. That was the beginning of a 
Church of God in this town. We now 
have an organized church and own 
the building. At the close of Brother 
Murray’s talk we had the privilege of 
seeing our overseer light the mort- 
gage held by Brother Murray and Sis- 
ter Lavina Box, our present pastor, 
who faithfully labored and sacrificed 
with Brother and Sister Murray while 
they got this work started. We honor 
them for their past labors and pray 
God’s blessing on all their future work. 

We give God great glory for this 
work and the way He supplied our 
needs. The money needed was cheer- 
fully and wonderfully brought in, 
which made possible not only the pay- 
ing off of the mortgage, but left $46 
to start furnishing the parsonage. The 
atmosphere was filled with glory and 
such love abounded! Truly our God 
does marvelous things. We were made 
to remember Eph. 3:20, 21, and praised 
God for His abundant mercy. 

Our overseer brought a deep, pow- 
erful message; our souls were well fed. 
One young lady, who had grown cold 
in her experience, was back at the 
altar reconsecrating herself and there 
were several good testimonies at the 
close of the service of blessings re- 
ceived. 

A nice supper was prepared by Miss 
Box and a good supply of food was 
brought in by members and friends. 
We would like to take this opportunity 
of thanking our good sisters in Penn- 
sylvania who helped at this time with 
their offerings—A. Coffin, clerk, W. 
Enfield, Maine. 

Fort Myers, Florida, District 
Convention 


On December 3 the district conven- 
tion of the Church of God convened 
at Fort Myers, Fla., with Brother W. E. 
Johnson, state overseer, and Brother 
M. M. Thomas, district pastor, in 
charge. 

The devotional service began at 10 
o’clock. Brother T. J. Durrance gave a 
very interesting talk on the Sunday 
School and Brother W. E. Johnson 
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preached a wonderful sermon on “Mis- 
Sionary Evangelism at Home and 
Abroad,” which stirred the hearts of 
the listeners. A mission offering of 
$353.21 was taken, an increase of $133.- 
36 over last year, for which we thank 
the Lord. 

At noon dinner was spread and was 
enjoyed by all. 

At 2 o’clock Brother C. W. Fender, 
district Y.P.E. president, spoke in in- 
terest of the Y.P.E. Brother F. F. 
O’Bannon spoke in interest of the 
Evangel. Sister W. E. Johnson, state 
president of L.W.W.B.’s, gave an inter- 
esting talk with some helpful sugges- 
tions to the ladies concerning their 
work in the Church. 


We thank the Lord for the good pas- 
tors and churches in this district, and 
for this convention, each church being 
well represented. We here at Fort My- 
ers are thankful and appreciate very 
much our good and faithful pastor, 
Brother M. M. Thomas. Pray for us on 
this distriot, that we can always do 
our part.—Lessie R. Daniels. 

Albany, Georgia, District 
Convention 

The Church of God in Albany, Ga., 
is glad to report another successful 
convention. The convention opened 
Saturday, December 2, 7 p. m., with 
the presence of the state overseer, 
Rev. L. W. McIntyre, the state trio, the 
state Sunday School and Y.P.E. super- 
intendent, Rev. J. R. Little, the pastor 
from each church in the district, and 
other visiting preachers and repre- 
sentatives, who were welcomed by the 
pastor of the Albany church, Rev. J. L. 
Ball. After the devotional service and 
scripture reading by the state overseer, 
he turned the service over to Rev. Lit- 


_ tle. After reading the 1st Psalm, Rev. 


Little discussed the importance of the 
Sunday School and Y.P.E., then enter- 
tained the children with contest, pic- 
tures of the orphanage, and a battle of 
the Southwest Pacific, which was en- 
joyed by all. 

The Sunday services opened at 10 
a. m. with the state trio singing special 
songs. We had the Sunday School re- 
sponsive reading, counting of attend- 
ance, penny march, and the report of 
each church in the district by its pas- 
tor, which was very good. 

Special prayer was offered in behalf 
of our loved ones and friends in the 
armed forces. 

Rev. McIntyre brought the message, 
which was inspiring to all and led toa 
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liberal mission offering, and praising 
the Lord with uplifted hands and spe- 
cial singing. 

The convention was dismissed by 
Rev. Little. Dinner was spread at the 
church and a wonderful time was had 
by all—A. T. Williams and P. H. 
Brooks, reporters. 


REVIVALS 


RAVENNA, Ohio—A revival began 
at Mogadore, Ohio, on October 15 and 
closed November 5. Rev. and Mrs. 
F. B. Sprague were in charge, assisted 
by the pastor, Rev. A. H. Tribble. As a 
result six were saved, two filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and two added to the 
church. We truly thank the Lord for 
this good meeting. We appreciate good 
preachers who aren’t afraid to preach 
the full gospel, who will help us to 
live closer to God every day, because 
we believe Jesus is coming soon. 

We observed our home-coming on 
Sunday, October 29. Brother J. H. 
Hughes, our state overseer, brought 
the message of the day. We also en- 
joyed having with us Brother and 
Sister Cook, the district pastor and 
his wife, some good singers from 
Akron and Canton, and many others. 
We were thankful for the nice offer- 
ing which enabled us to pay off an in- 
debtedness of four hundred seventy 
dollars. 

Pray for our dear brother who is in 
France. He is a Christian, but we need 
him at home to work for the Lord, if 
it is His will. We want the Lord to 
have His way.—Miss Magdalene, 632 
Third Avenue. 

After the closing of the Bible Train- 
ing School at Sevierville, Tennessee, 
last spring, Rev. and Mrs. W. B. Smelt- 
zer and evangelistic party came to the 
New England States to evangelize. The 
entire party were students of the 
school and included Wilma Lucas, 
Pauline Ellis, Tommie Simmons, and 
Alice Josephsen. 

The first meeting was held at New- 
buryport, Mass. There was no Pente- 
costal movement in the city; neither 
was there a church that preached 
repentance. The mayor was very kind 
and allowed the tent to be set up in 
one of the city parks. 

The tent was full many nights, and 
great numbers stood on the outside. 
The old-time gospel was preached to 
Catholics, modernists, and infidels, 





and after service the throng gathered 
to ask questions concerning the doc- 
trine and form of worship. The enemy 
raged and even though the tent was 
threatened to be burned, was rocked 
and the lights weer smashed, the 
Word of God found its way to needy 
hearts. 


Billy Sunday held a revival in New- 
buryport forty years ago and since 
that time the people had forgotten 
that there was such a thing as “old- 
time religion.” After seeing some of 
the demonstrations of the Holy 
Spirit, it was rumored that Billy Sun- 
day was in town, and the crowd gath- 
ered to see the “holy jumpers.” 

God blessed in a wonderful way, 
and Newburyport became acquainted 
with old-time repentance, sanctifica- 
tion, and the baptism with the Holy 
Ghost. Four were converted, other 
seekers were in the altar and many 
were blessed. The fields in the South 
are overcrowded with workers. Come 
to New England, preachers! The fields 
are white, the laborers are few. Peo- 
ple are starving for old-time religion. 
Will you come and help us? 


LAKE WALES, Fla.—We are sound- 
ing a note of praise for our Savior 
because of the many blessings He has 
extended to us. We hear a lot of talk 
about unconditional surrender and 
we want to praise Him for a goodly 
number who really met conditions the 
Lord’s way in a five weeks’ revival 
conducted by Brother and Sister F. L. 
(Bud) Braddock. Brother Bud is an 
old-time holiness preacher and the 
Lord surely honored his efforts. Sister 
Braddock is an accomplished pianist. 
They will certainly be a blessing to 
your church if you can secure them 
for a revival. We also appreciate the 
untiring efforts put forth by our pas- 
tor, Brother Paul Taylor, and family. 
The revival closed on November 12 
with a large number saved, sanctified, 
and filled with the Holy Ghost, eight 
united with the church, with about 
three more yet to join, including a 
transfer.—Mrs. Mable Lyles. 

CHARLESTON, Miss.—The Church 
of God at Friendship has just closed 
a successful revival with Sister Maud 
Vanderford and Sister Pauline Ellis in 
charge. The inspiring messages and 
good music and singing were a bless- 
ing to all. The church has been edi- 
fied by their work here, and we look 
forward to their return. Pray for us. 
—J. D. Hodges, pastor. 
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GREAT OUTPOURING 


Telegram 


Great outpouring of Holy Ghost 
Sunday night at Morgantown, Miss. 
Results: nineteen saved, seven sanc- 
tified, eleven filled with Holy Ghost. 
All this happened in our service. The 
community is stirred. W. R. Messer is 
pastor—T. W. Day, state Y.P.E. and 
Sunday School superintendent ot 
Mississippi. 

a 
Preaching On the Sacraments 
(Continued from page 7) 
think, but to do. “Show”: The world 
needs to be shown Christ. Said a young 
Indian, “Jesus Christ is hopelessly 
handicapped by His association with 
the West.” We keep the forms but 

fail to show Jesus Christ to men. 


Sacramental preaching does not re- 
quire that the entire sermon should 
deal with some phase of the sacra- 
ments. It can be introduced, as in Dr. 
Denney’s fine sermon, as part of a 
larger theme. Teaching about baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper may be intro- 
duced appropriately in the sermon at 
any time, if the subject or the occa- 
Sion requires it. The occasions when 
preaching on the sacraments are ap- 
propriate must be determined by the 
minister. It will be well, however, that 
he have some definite plan to follow. 
If it is his custom to keep the church 
year, occasions will arise naturally 
when the sacraments become fitting 
subject. In churches where commu- 
nion is celebrated once a week, or 
once a month, then a special Sunday 
or Sundays should be set apart for 
this purpose. This above all: Let the 
minister have a plan and remain 
faithful to it. The library, consisting 
of books on what and how to preach, 
has grown in our day to amazing pro- 
portions. There are books in this li- 
brary by the masters. There is advice 
on all subjects pertaining to the min- 
istry, but there is an absence of worth- 
while discussions on the place of the 
sacraments in the life of the Church, 
and little counsel is given about how 
to educate a congregation upon their 
message and mission. 

There is, however, no lack of liter- 
ature which interprets the sacra- 
ment for the laity. The very excellent 
and beautifully printed “An Expla- 
nation of the Common Service” is a 
popular exposition of the Lutheran 
order of holy communion. The book 
has been in use for many years and 
has been repeatedly revised. It is ded- 
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icated “To the young Lutheran who 
asks the meaning of the Beautiful 
Liturgy of his Church.” It gives in 
red the words of the Liturgy and 
after each separate section, in ques- 
tion and answer form, the interpreta- 
tion. The entire service is explained, 
with the result that those who study 
it, and those to whom the contents 
are given through preaching, become 
intelligent Lutheran communicants. 
Similar efforts. to interpert other 
rituals have been made. “The Book 
of Common Order” of*the Church of 
Scotland and “The Book of Com- 
mon Prayer” have been interpreted 
for lay readers. In all such treatises 
the preacher will find a wealth of 
material from which he can draw, for 
the movements within the framework 
of the orders for the administration of 
the Lord’s Supper have much in com- 
mon. The introductory words to the 
service of Holy Communion in “The 
Book of Common Worship” gather up 
what is common to all such services 
and provide an incomparable guide 
for preaching: “As we draw near to 
the Lord’s Table to celebrate the 
holy communion of the body and 
blood of Christ, we are gratefully to 
remember that our Lord instituted 
this Sacrament—for the perpetual 
memory of His dying for our sakes 
and the pledge of His undying love: 
as a bond of our union with Him and 
with each other as members of His 
mystical Body; as a seal of His prom- 
ises to us and a renewal of our obedi- 
ence to Him; for the blessed assur- 
ance of His presence with us who are 
gathered here in His Name; and as a 
pledge of His coming again.”—Con- 
densed from Pulpit Digest. 
Or 
HONOR IN GOD’S SERVICE 
(Continued from page 5) 


Spirit of God is in thee.” 
A BLESSED DISTRICT 

I cannot refrain from following on 
into the group of churches. After Paul, 
in his second missionary journey, 
established several churches in Mace- 
donia, he left Luke, the Gentile phy- 
sician and evangelist, there as a kind 
of district overseer to superintend the 
newly organized work. He certainly 
must have done a good job, for during 
the four years he was with them the 
churches of Macedonia gained almost 
universal prestige. As we have seen 
above, the church at Thessalonica was 
an outstanding church, but the Apos- 
tle Paul, in writing to the church at 


Corinth, uses not only Thessalonica 
but all the churches in Macedonia as 
an example. Listen to this beautiful 
description. “Moreover, brethren, we 
do you to wit of the grace of God be- 
stowed on the churches of Macedonia; 
how that in a great trial of affliction 
the abundance of their joy and their 
deep poverty abounded unto the 
riches of their liberality,” 2 Cor. 8:1, 2. 
But reading further, we find in the 
fifth verse the reason that it was so 
easy for them to be liberal even in | 


their poverty, for, “first of all they 





gave their own selves to the Lord.” 

Consecration to Goda and perfect 
submission to the Holy Spirit is what 
fixed things for the church at Thes- 
salonica, and for all the churches of 
Macedonia. It made them missionary- 
minded churches, churches with a love 
that continued and manifested itself 
regardless of a condition of poverty. 
They were in possession of the Holy 
Ghost and were led and guided by 
Him. Hence in their poverty they were 
rich. 

THE CHURCH AS A WHOLE 

The book of The Revelation is ad- 
dressed to seven churches which at 
the time it was written were located in 
Asia Minor. Bible scholars tell us, how- 
ever, that there were more than local 
churches, that they represented seven 
church ages. Each of these churches 
possessed characteristics which set 
them out distinctly as particularly ap- 
plying to the age they represent. All 
of them were known by evil reports 
more than by good ones, except one. 
The church of Philadelphia (brother- 
ly love) was this exception. Every- 
thing said about it was good and pos- 
sibly because of such a report this 
blessed promise was given, “Behold I 
have set before thee an open door, 
and no man can shut it,” Rev. 4:8. 

Many believe that we are now living 
in the Philadelphian Church Age and 
that the door of opportunity is orer® 
to the Church of God of this age as it 
has never been before. This may not 
be true because of the age, but if we 
are in reality a church of brotherly 
love, with such love for Christ and for 
each other that the Spirit of God can 
richly dwell in us as individuals, as 
local churches, as districts, and final- 
ly as the entire body (the Church of 
God), nothing will be denied us. It 
can then, and not until then, be said 
in every country in the world, “I have 
even heard of the Church of God, that ; 





the Spirit of God is in it.” 








THE CHURCH OF GOD EVANGEL 


j 
i 








e's 








REQUESTS FOR PRAYER 





PRAY FOR: 


The healing of my back which was 
injured, I can hardly go.—Rev. C. P. 
Cashatt, Rt. 2, McBee, S. C. 


My sister-in-law, of Homer, La., who 
is in the hospital; my husband to be 
saved and healed; my mother to be 
healed of pellagra; me to be healed of 
high blood pressure, it runs to two 
hundred seventy.—Mrs. Daisy Stanley, 
Simms, Texas. 


My sister to be healed of a broken 
collarbone and shoulder; my mother 
to be healed of T.B.; my dad; my sis- 
ter. Encouragement appreciated. — 
Miss Inez Pickers, 154 S. 21st Ave., 
Maywood, Ill. 


The healing of my mother, Mrs. W. 
R. Smith, Cave in Rock, Ill., she is 
afflicted and says if the Lord doesn’t 
heal her she will never get well; God 
to heal my nerves. — Gradie Ozee, 
Herod, Ill. 


The Lord to heal me of a tumor.— 
Mrs. R. F. Carroll, 808 N. Market St., 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


My son, L. D. Duboise, who was 
wounded in action July 6 in France, 
to be healed; me to be healed of high 
blood pressure and heart trouble; un- 
spoken request.—Mrs. A. L. Duboise, 
Rt. 1, Box 147, Isola, Miss. 

My unsaved son who is on his way 
overseas; another one expecting to go 
any time; my heart is broken up and 
God is my only comfort.—Pauline 
Palmer, Silver Point, Tenn. 

My son in the Service, Pvt. Willie 
J. Butler, 44006744, Co. C., 1st Regt., 
A.S.F.T.C. Ord., Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, Md.; the Lord to heal my 
side of a large lump, it pains me lots. 
—Mrs. Emmett Butler, Horseshoe, Fla. 

The Lord to heal my wrist which was 
broken December 23; our work here 
that the Lord will bless it and help us 
in our efforts for Him —Elder D. 
Lockett and wife, Cleveland, Ohio. 

God to undertake for a very urgent 
request.—Mrs. O. S. Garrett, Williams- 
ton, S. C. 

The healing of my daddy, Rev. J. M. 
Bradley, he hasn’t been well in quite 
a while—Daisy Smith, Rt. 1, Box 18, 
Avon Park, Fla. 

My daughter who has had an oper- 
ation, to be healed; her two afflicted 
children; me—Mrs. Bettie Wright, 
Holcomb, Miss. 
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God to heal my mother mentally 
caused from high blood pressure; her 
salvation.—A sister in Christ, Troy, 
Tenn. 


God to heal my body, I am in very 
poor health. I have trouble with my 
heart, my head troubles me so much, 
and I contract cold so easily; my three 
sons in Service, one of whom is in 
France; God to undertake for my eld- 
est son and his wife——C. B. Wall, Rt. 
6, Box 326, Lexington, N. C. 

The complete healing of my body; 
me to be saved; my sister. I will ap- 
preciate good literature to read.—Mrs. 
Anna Nicasia, 1302 Roosevelt Ave., 
Waycross, Ga. 

The healing of my head and shoul- 
ders, an ailment of the heart, and a 
severe burning in my feet.—Mrs. M. A. 
Morris, Ferrellsburg, W. Va. 

Me to be healed. I am in a serious 
condition. I have come back to B.T.S. 
by faith to finish the first semester, 
but I am unable to study, although I 
have been going to my classes, and to- 
day I had to go back to bed. My nerves 
are very bad and sometimes I just 
cannot stand much noise or anything; 
my brother—Miss Juanita Baldree, 
B.T.S. and College, Sevierville, Tenn. 

The healing of my sister’s little boy, 
the doctors have given him up; my 
unsaved father—Mrs. T. O. Dennis, 
Crews, Va. 

The complete healing of our little 
boy of heart trouble; our baby to be 
healed of convulsions—Brother and 
Sister W. H. Price, 495 3d St., N. W., 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Me to be healed of gallstone trouble. 
—J. L. T., Hugo, Okla. 

My husband who has been called to 
God’s work, to know and do His bid- 
ding, his body to be healed, if the 
Lord sees fit—Mrs. Thomas G. Reece, 
Rt. 1, Franklin, N. C. 

The healing of my body of indiges- 
tion and other troubles; my son and 
mother to be healed; my son in Serv- 
ice overseas; my brother in Service. 
—Mrs. Nellie Sexton, Hemlock Sta., 
Chester, S. C. 

A very special unspoken request.— 
Sister Carrie Hill, Rt. 7, Box 262-A, 
Mt. Clemons, Mich. 

My mother to be healed; my uncle 
in Service—Inez Howard, Rosman, 
N. C. 

My father to be healed; my brother 


in Service; unspoken requests.—Mrs. 
Bonnie Ashe, Rosman, N. C. 

The healing of a friend who has 
tumors and appendix trouble; God to 
send someone to build us up a church. 
—Miss Nancy Spence, 87 Geary St., 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


The healing of my body of TB., I 
have been in bed one year; the healing 
of my little girl who isn’t well.—Mrs. 
Alpha Thomas, Eldorado, Ill. 


The healing of my body, I suffer 
so much; a sister in the hospital. — 
Mrs. Eva Smith, 1853 Champlain St., 
Toledo, Ohio. 


The healing of my body; my family. 
—Mrs. G. A. Parker, Rt. 1, Box 388, 
Gardendale, Ala. 


God to heal my mother, Mrs. C. L. 
Sheffield; my baby to be healed of 
bronchial asthma, now suffering with 
a severe cold; my aunt, Mrs. J. E. 
Ramsey, to be healed; the healing of 
a nephew who has been wounded in 
action in Germany.—Mrs. George W. 
Ramsey, 904 Fairfax Ave., Norfolk 7, 
Va. 


A dear friend of mine, he is un- 
Saved and is overseas; three unspoken 
requests; the healing of my body, I was 
in a car wreck some time ago; my sis- 
ter’s healing.—A sister in Christ. 














L.W.W.B. BUTTONS 
Our L. W. W. B. button is a 
beautiful button of white with gold 
lettering made up with the wording 
“Church of God—L.W.W.B.” on it. 
These will sell fast and it is easier 
than doing sewing, etc. Priee-30c* per 
ORDER OF 


Church of God Publishing House 
Montgomery Avenue 
CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 

















Special Button Notice 


. We have a variety of Sunday ? 
School buttons which we can 2 
supply to the trade. We also 
have the Church of God buttons, 
blue; Church of God Y.P.E. but- 
tons, red and blue; Church of 
God Sunday School buttons, red. 
Price 5c each, 30c per dozen. 
Order of Church of God Publish- 
ing House, Cleveland, Tenn. 
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Book Bargains 





A Large Bible Atlas, cloth bound —.... $3.50 
The Lost Books of Eden, cloth bound, 
269 pages —__.. 2.00 


Finney’s Systematic Theology. Just off the 
press. Safe, sound, and deeply inspira- 
tional. Cloth bound, 619 pages —___.. 4.00 
History of General Douglas MacArthur. 
A treatise and history of this great 
outstanding Christian general who is 
leading our armies in the Pacific war 
against the Japs. Illustrated, 280 pages, 





cloth bound . $1.50 
How. To Win Boys, Roscoe Gilmore Stott, 
179 pages $1.00 





Pocket Bible Handbook, by Halley, 676 pages, 
consisting of a digest of each book of the Bible 
and many important events of church —_— 
Price, paper binding $1.00; cloth binding -. 2.00 


In His Steps, Charles M. Sheldon, 








I cig tsb raeniniete -75 
Girls of the Bible, Harvey Albert Snyder, 

106 pages -75 
Boys of the Bible, Harvey Albert Snyder, 

105 pages e 





Helen Welshimer’s Talks to Girls, 85 pages .50 
Girl’s Stories of Great Women, Egermeier 





a 1.00 
Boy’s Stories of Great Men, Egermeier 
184 pages - 1.00 





Ideals for Earnest Youth, Rowe, 224 pages .. 1.00 


Beautiful Girlhood, Mable Hale, 189 pages .. 1.00 
Bible Picture A.B.C. Book, Egermeier 











LO ——E>E————————— 1.25 
God Runs My Business, Albert W. Lorimer 

192 pages 1.25 
Five Minute Biographies, ‘Dale Carnegie 

256 pages - 1.00 
Jerry McAuley, Edited by R. M. Offord, 

LL.D., 304 pages 1.50 
How Can God Answer Prayer, William Ed- 

ward Biederwolf, 287 pages —-.....- 1.50 


Public-Speaking and Influencing Men 
in Business, Dale Carnegie, 583 pages _.. 3.50 


How to Become an Efficient Sunday School 
Teacher, Wm. A. McKeever, 239 pages — 1.50 


I Was in Hell with Niemoeller, Leo Stein, 





253 pages 2.50 
Personal Soul-Winning, William Evans, om 





192 pages 


Strength for Service to God and Country, 
Chaplain Norman E. Nygaard. Khaki or 
blue binding. B 
It contains a scripture reading for every 


day in the year, with comments and a prayer. 
Very helpful for our boys in the service. 





How to Prepare Sermons, William Evans, 





178 pages .. 1.25 
My Beloved Armenia, Marie S. Banker, 
ee ae ae eae 1.25 





From Dot to Dot in the Life of Christ, 

Sylvia Stewart. 52 pages 
Kindergarten Outline Pictures, Lillie A. 

Faris. 52 pages 35 
Marvelous Healings God Wrought Among Us, by 
E. C. Clark. 160 pages, consisting of twenty- 
seven chapters written by as many authors. This 
book will bring great blessings to those who may 
chance to read its pages. Price ____._____ 75 

(Special wholesale prices to pastors who de- 
sire to circulate this book among their congre- 
gations.) 


The Chaos of Cults, J. K. Van Baalen, 

















ES: ee aon 2.00 
Spurgeon’s Sermon Notes, David Otis 

Fuller, D. D., 337 pages 2.50 
A Christian Girl’s Problems, Mary S. Wood, 

ND ee ee 50 
Evangelism of Youth, Albert H. Gage, 

128 pages . 1.00 
The Sermon in the Kitchen, Mary S. Wood, 

I ae re 50 
The pect Progress, John Bunyan, 

338 p _. 1.25 





Picture Sears | Life of Christ, Adapted from 
Egermeier’s Bible Story Book, 292 p. _ 2.00 
Thinking Youth, Frederick P. Wood, 

















Be I 8 50 
Awake, O America, Wm. Edward Bieder- 

wor, 0. D., oo — _ ...... 1.00 
The Missionary Heroine of Calabar, 

Esther E. Enock, 96 pages - ———o 
The Problems of Youth, W. B. Riley, 

123 pages 1.25 
The Modern Girl Decides, Mary S. Wood, 

121 pages 50 
A Modern Girl’s Problems, Mary S. Wood, 

114 pages _. 50 
A History of the Expansion of Christianity, 

Latourette. 492 pages ___. . 3.50 


Let the Fire Fall, Paul W. Rood. 131 pages _ 1.00 
Power Through Prayer, E. M. Bounds. 





i aes... 1.50 
The Rainbow Book of Bible Puzzles, 

Mildred Olive Honors. 45 pages _......___. 50 
Outline Picture Studies of Bible Birds, 


Lillie A. Faris. 52 pages = 35 


MATERIAL FOR SOLDIERS AND SAILORS 


National Service Testament, Khaki or blue 

binding. 50 
Service Testament, Khaki or blue binding ____ .25 
Postcards for both Soldiers and Sailors 

A pretty card containing Bible readings. 

A picture of our flag and the Christian 

flag. Per dozen 25 








Order of CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE, Cleveland, Tenn. 
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